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Abstract
The problem of terminology in the criticism of Free Verse

This paper seeks to lay bare the problematic nature of the terms used in
critical works on Free Verse, starting from this label and going to all terms used
in the investigation of this type of poetic composition. The terms ascribed to this
type have been numerous and the critics have exhibited a great deal of hesitation.
Sometimes, they would use the term of traditional poetry to describe modernist
poetry. Indeed, some of those heralding its birth (Nazek Almalaika) did not
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hesitate to relate it to metrical versification and to delineate its boundaries with
new rules and, even to predict its going out of use. In their turn, the specialised
scientific institutions (the scientific academies) have not done much to sort out
this problem or to specify a number of terms worthy of this poetic experience
ever since the mid-twentieth century.
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